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President’s Corner 
—By Robert KAS5WSS 


Field Day 2023 was a success. Look for Dave's 
(KD6FIL) write up later in this edition along with 
pictures. | uploaded our log to the Logbook of 
the World. Alas, the Delaware stations we work 
during Field Day don't seem to upload their own 
logs to LoTW. So we remain one state short of a 
Worked All States award. 


We'll chat about our Field Day experiences 
during the July meeting and perhaps make some 
notes to help improve our performance and 
enjoyment even more next year. 


Our main topic will be a video on the magic 
band, six meters (50 MHz). We watched a video 
about 6 meters last year but | put this item on 
the agenda for two reasons. First, it's a good 
presentation. Secondly, six meters this summer 
has been very active. Chances are, your 
multiband HF rig covers six meters also so this 
presents another opportunity to chase some 
more QSOs and QSLs. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, July 19, 2023, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: Capture the Magic of Six Meters 


July 2023 


Minutes of the june 21, 2023 
meeting 


KASWSS (Robert), WD6BOR (Darrel), KE6HID 
(Andrew), W1EJ (Ed), K6GSM (Marc), N6LY (Liz), 
K6YD (Kevin), NJ6E (Stan), KD6FIL (Dave), 
W8EWL (John), N7TSQ (Joe), WB6TMH (Mike), 
N7PIB (Sanford), WA6VAG (Chuck), KM6URP 
(Kathy) 


BUSINESS AND OFFICER REPORTS 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter? MMS -Approved 


OFFICER REPORTS 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Absent 
ACS LEAD - Moe, KI6JNU - Absent 
Training on new HF ALE system 
Quarterly Radio Test is July 10 

VE LIAISON - Elizabeth, N6LY 
Upcoming tests: Jul 29 and Oct 28. 
Reservations required. Probably 10 max. 
RADIO OFFICER - Mike, WB6TMH 
Weekly Net Control 

This month - Open 

Next month - Ed, W1EJ 


Need new net control ops for September. 
Thanks to John, W8EWL for taking October. 


TRUSTEE - Darrel, WD6BOR 
SECRETARY/TREASURER - Dave, KD6FIL 
Club insurance renewed. 


Plastic boxes for Hamfest items still to be 
measured. Measured before field day and sent 
to Robert. 


Bank balance: Same as last month minus 
insurance payment. 


VICE PRESIDENT - Ed, W1E)J 
PRESIDENT - Robert, KASWSS 


Point Reyes activation - Interesting response 
from park website developer. We might want to 
try again in 2024. 


Hamfest leftovers. What remains of 
promotional materials and door prizes? Test 
prep manuals and fliers. Darrel will bring to 
Field Day. 


Will update website. No masks for testing 
required now. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Next month’s meeting topic: TBD 


Mystery Box drawing - postponed until in-person 
meetings are possible and we can be sure 
COVID-19 is not one of the contents. Ed has the 
mystery box for now. Will restart with at Field 
Day. 


MEETING TOPIC - FIELD DAY 2023 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 
—By Elizabeth N6LY 


Time to Upgrade? Know anyone interested in 
joining the hobby and ready to get licensed? 


Our next test session is on Saturday, July 29 


Sponsor: Valley of the Moon ARC 

Time: 10:00 AM 

Reservations required 

Contact: Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey (N6LY) 
Email: n6ly.emm (at)gmail.com 

Location: Sonoma Police Station EOC room 
175 1st Street West, Sonoma 

This is a testing session only, we don't offer 


classes or cram sessions. 


If you are testing for a new license, you will be 
required to pay a $35 fee to the FCC, in addition 
to the fee below. Once you pass the test, 

the FCC will send you an email with a link to pay 
the fee. You will need to send in payment in 
order to receive your license and call sign. 


This does not apply to upgrades. 

Candidate Requirements: 

¢ A photo identification or (2) non-photo ID 
e FCC Registration Number 


¢ Original and a photocopy of your 
current license (if licensed) 


e Any original valid CSCEs and a photocopy of 
each 


e Exam fee is $15.00, Under 18 is $5.00 


COVID-19 Requirements 


To ensure the health and safety of all applicants 
and examiners, for the duration ofthe COVID-19 
pandemic the following requirements also 
apply. 

There will be no exceptions to these 
requirements. 


e All candidates must reserve a spot ahead of 
time via email. See contact info above. 


¢ Sessions limited to ten applicants at a time. 


e Please bring your own pens and pencils. 


e Chairs and desks will be sanitized before each 
session. 


Why Test With Us? 


Every candidate who takes an FCC examination 
with VOMARC is entitled to a free 


year of membership in the club, regardless of 
whether you pass or not! 


Each applicant is also provided with a welcome 
kit of some helpful information on how to get 
started on their Amateur Radio adventure. 


Additional Sessions for 2023 
e Saturday, October 28 


Shack of the Month 


: 
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I’ve been a ham operator for a couple of years 
now. | operate out of a small apartment in Glen 
Ellen. So my setup is a FTDX101D. I’m using a 
Magnetic Loop antenna made by Ciro Mazzoni. 
It’s the Baby Loop. My amp is the Mercury 3S. | 
have 118 countries contacted as per , 98 
through 


-- Submitted by Phil W6PS 


On the Air 


Joe (N7TSQ) put up his new antenna in the 
vineyard. His first contact was with French 
Polynesia on 10M. 


Sanford (N7PIB) has worked at least 3,158 parks 
as part of the (POTA) program. 


Carl (N6TTV) worked VP6A on Ducie Island from 
40M on up. 


Ed (W1EJ) helped provide communications for 
the terrible two bike event. 


Robert (KASWSS) worked all 13 stations taking 
part in the . Carl 
(N6TTV) worked 12, just missing out on Rhode 
Island. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Ham Humor 


Resistance is futile 


TST 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
Misc 


e _Isthe Sun trending towards an earlier peak 

of Cycle 25 than is normal? Some recent studies 
indicate the peak might come as much as 2 years 
early. 


e —- Think you know all of the Morse code 
characters? This article probably shows a few 
missing from your vocabulary. 


e Want some tips on how to better wind up 
extension cords? This video can help. 


e Researchers have developed a magical 
material that can block microwaves, infrared (IR) 


heat, and light and then magically shift to a 
transparent state that also allows IR and 
microwaves to pass through simply by being 
stretched or contracted. 


e Andrew (KE6HID) provides a link with a 
searchable database of tower locations. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Field Day Report 


—By Darrel WD6BOR 


Robert asked me to do a Field Day reports for 
the newsletter, but | don’t have much to offer 
this year. | was preparing for a checkride for my 
instrument flight rating, so didn’t do any 
operating at all. 


| did come out to Skypark to help with set up 
and was delighted to see that the VOMARC 
antenna tower trailer can go up in less than a 
half hour, depending on the time it takes to 
assemble the beam antenna. 


Mike, WB6TMH, and | assembled the tri-band 
beam, and realized that the markings were a bit 
faded. | depended on Mike to tell me where the 
different elements went, so we had it assembled 
in about twenty minutes. The aluminum was a 
bit oxidized and dirty, so the assembly next year 
should include cleaning the connections with a 
fine grit Sckotchbrite pad (never steel wool!), 
coating the mating surfaces with an aluminum 
oxide inhibitor, and then assembling. | put some 
Noalox in the trailer for next year and will try to 
remember to put some Scotchbrite in as well. 


We put the beam up on the tower with it 
cranked up just enough for ground clearance 
when Mike suggested checking continuity before 
raising the whole thing into the air. He checked 
across the tubing connections and traps and 
actually found a couple bad connections. After a 
little cleaning, things checked out well. We will 
need to remember to do that with the beam still 
on the ground next year. Once in the air, the 
beam performed well for the whole weekend. 


Frank wasn’t able to be at Field Day this year, so 
we had to assemble the Army surplus tower 
without his direction. Carl has a similar tower, so 
he was the lead supervisor on the project. After 
some discussion and a few fits and starts, the 
tower was up with the 20-meter beam on top. 


We hoisted the 80-meter Windom between the 
towers, but it evidently was plagued by 
interference from the two beams and wasn’t 
very useful this year. 


| came back in the late afternoon to barbecue up 
some chicken and sausage, and we were all able 
to eat in the Skypark EAA clubhouse instead of 
out in the cold and the wind. There were plenty 
of potluck dishes to compliment the main 
course, and everyone went home or back to 
their operating positions full and well satisfied. 


| was back the next morning in time for take- 
down. On the air operations lasted until quitting 
time at 11, and the towers, antennas, canopies, 
solar panels and radio gear were all stowed by 1. 
It was an excellent emergency communications 
exercise and a fun operating event for VOMARC 
members. 


We were visited by Sonoma City Councilman 
Jack Ding, who is very enthusiastic about 
supporting VOMARC as a valuable emergency 
communications resource for Sonoma Valley. 
VOMARC will make a presentation to the 
Sonoma City Council later this year showing the 
capabilities we can offer as a valuable 
communications resource. 


We were also visited by several Sonoma City 
Police deputies and were able to educate them 
on how they could use VOMARC members in an 
emergency. If you haven’t signed up for ACS, 
now would be a good time to do so. 


I’m looking forward to Field Day 2024 and hope 
to do more operating than | did this year. It 
shouldn’t be difficult. 


Field Day 2023 


--By Dave KD6FIL 


It was a cold windy adventure this year. We had 
3 stations, 2 antenna towers with beams and a 
wire antenna in between. The computer 


network functioned without a hitch for a change 
5 


and the N3FJP logging software came through 
again. The crew made 323 CW contacts, 118 SSB 
contacts and 4 digital contacts on FT8. The score 
was 2,594 when all the bonus points were added 
in. 

Most important was that the BBQ/Potluck was 
delicious and we did not lose any of the popup 
tents this year, despite all the wind. The club’s 
Kenwood TS590 might need a little TLC as it was 
acting up at the end of the event. Fortunately, 
Robert (KASWSS) brought a spare radio. It seems 
like we had a lot of visitors this year thanks to 
the article in the newspaper and it looked like 
everyone was having a good time. Time to start 
planning for next year! 


Canopy leaning into the wind that never 
stopped. Carl (N6TTV) at the controls. 


Field Day Breakfast of Champions 


Trying to tie everything down so it doesn't blow 
away. Ed (W1EJ) at the controls. 


The CalDART EXERCISE 


—By Ed W1EJ 


In April, Darrel Jones (WD6BOR) sent an email to 
the VOMARC Officers about an upcoming state- 
wide disaster exercise of CalDART to take place 
on May 13. Since Sonoma Skypark was planning 
to participate, Darrel asked if the club wanted to 
take part. CalDART (California Disaster Airlift 
Response Team} has the following Mission 
Statement: “CalDART organizes California pilots 
and ground personnel to provide volunteer 
disaster air transportation services to benefit 
communities experiencing a major disaster due 
to earthquake, flood, debris flow, historic 
snowfall, or other calamity.” | volunteered to 
participate on behalf of VOMARC. 


| attended a ZOOM webinar on April 12 that 
covered the structure and purpose of the event. 
They would send a pilot to every airport that has 
a participant to receive a virtual delivery of 
disaster supplies. They would interface with 
anybody involved in any way in disaster 
preparedness or management such as County 
OES, CERT, Red Cross, even hams. Participants at 
each local airport would then be better able to 
call upon CalDART when needed and gain a 
deeper understanding of how to use CalDART’s 
general aviation resources to maximum benefit 
during a disaster. 


Initially, there was no plan for an amateur radio 
communication component in the exercise, but 
it was recognized that for actual disaster 
responses, ground radio communications can be 
important. So, it was decided by the many ham 
members of CalDart to incorporate a 
“statewide” radio exercise as part of the event. 
In addition to suggested local nets between area 
airports, it was also decided that the CARLA 
network would be used because of the 
statewide coverage it provides. The net would 
be open from 10AM to Noon for input from 
airports around the state. Each location would 
check in when staffed and ready to receive their 


shipment, and then report when it was received. 


On the day of the exercise (May 13), | went to 
Sonoma Skypark and set up. | was prepared to 
use a mobile radio but did not, because | could 
get into the CARLA system repeater, N6QOP in 
Orinda, using my TH-D74 HT with a longer whip 
antenna. | checked in to the Net and provided 
the required information. Airport Name: 
Sonoma Skypark, Airport Identifier: 0Q9, Call 
Sign: W1EJ, Name: Ed, and Number of 
Participants: One. The original ETA of my flight 
was 1200 but, it was delayed due to a stop in 
Concord with a new ETA of 1220. Since it was 
“Hamburger Day” at the Skypark club house, | 
used the extra time to get lunch; then sat in the 
shade waiting for N826KS to arrive. 


When the aircraft landed, | met them at the 
main terminal building. | introduced myself to 
the pilot, Brian Blatnik and his friend | officially 
accepted the “2023 Annual Exercise Virtual 
Shipment Certificate” and asked if | could buy 
them lunch at the clubhouse but they declined; 
they were flying to another local airport for 
lunch. | watched them depart then reported 
into Palo Alto net control that delivery was 
complete. 


| really enjoyed taking part in this exercise and 
learned several new things: CalDart can be a 
valuable resource when a disaster occurs; the 


CARLA system has really fine coverage over the 
entire state and is not dependent on internet 
connectivity; and Skypark has great burgers. For 
more on CalDART go to info@caldart.org; and 
for CARLA go to https://www.carlaradio.net . 


ED JACOBSON W1EJ 


Disaster Airlift Response Team 
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Poaticibation 


Presented to 


Vedey 9 he ( Ween ( Ainajerur ( Kadeo Chih 
Z. 


Ed Jacobson 


for successfully completing participation during the California 
statewide disaster air transportation simulated exercise on 
Saturday, May 13, 2023. 


hu 


Paul Marshall, CalDART President and Director 
www.CalDART.org 


QSL Card Inbox 


I’m not a real CW op. But you’d be hard pressed 
to tell from this card of the TN8k DXpedition to 
the Republic of the Congo. Of the 6 QSOs 
confirmed by it, all but one was for CW! 
Contacts covered the 80M, 40M, 30M, 20M, 
15M and 12M bands. | even have another card 
coming via the bureau for 10M, also CW. 


— 


Bouvet Island is the #2 most needed country 
according to ClubLog. The DXpedition earlier this 
year faced tremendous adversity and as a result 
they did not achieve their hoped for results. But 
| did manage to break through an enormous 
pileup for a single FT8 contact on 30M. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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A PUBLICATION OF VOMARC, THE VALLEY OF THE MOON 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


Parks on the Air Adventrure 
—By Elizabeth N6LY 


At the end of June Kevin (K6YD) and | took a 
road trip to Colorado. Our goal was to activate a 
Park in each state on the way and one in each 
state on the way back. Plus a few n Colorado. 


It didn't quite work out that way, because we 
had some delays due to road construction and 
only activated one park in Nevada on the way. 


We were really hoping to make it to Bonneville, 
on the first night, which was also field day, so we 
could try to make some contacts with the club. 


The first Nevada Park we tried to activate in 
Lovelock, was further off the highway than we 
thought, plus the road was not good, more of a 
gravel road, so we never made it to the park. 
Also, part of our delay. 


We did find a very nice park in Rye Patch (Rye 
Patch recreation Area), which turned out to bea 
beautiful lake with picnic areas and camping. 
Who would have thought this little gem would 
be hidden in the Nevada Desert. It took us an 
hour to get our 10 contacts to activate and most 
of those were Field Day contacts. Much more 
time than we planned on spending (another 
delay). By the time we got to the Nevada/Utah 
Border we were exhausted, so decided not to 
attempt a Park activation at Bonneville. 


We arrived in 
Colorado on 

# Sunday night and 
decided to go 
activate two parks 
on Monday. The 
Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal, which is 
now a wildlife 
refuge and Barr 
Lake. Both these 
activations went 
very well,with 


between 25-40 QSOs each. 


All above parks were activated using ATAS 120 
Antenna mounted to the hood of our Class B RV 
and Yaseau FT-891 


On Tuesday, we 
decided to add one 
more Colorado 
F , Park, Two Ponds 
Sees Wildlife Refuge. 
re Kevin and his mom 
had never heard of 
this park, so it was 
an adventure. We 
' finally found the 
park nestled in the 
middle of a town 
and it was really 
quite beautiful. We decided to use our 17 foot 
whip as our antenna for this park and found a 
nice shady spot to set up. After about 30-40 
QSOs we were hungry and headed to one of 
Colorado's best Pizza places, Beaujo's. 


n 


§ On our way back 
to California, we 
were able to 

f activate Bear 
River in WY and 
finally Bonneville 
in Utah. The 
weather was 
pretty bad going 
into Bear River, 
but we managed 
‘ — to find 15 

minutes, between thunder and lightning storms. 


Two Ponds 


NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 


Allin All, | was able to add 7 new parks to my 
park activations, bringing my total of unique 
park activations to 114. Total number of unique 
parks hunted is now at 763. 


ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED W1EJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER JOHN W8EWL 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2023 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


